
Dear District Residents: 
 

     As Proposition I, The Board of Education submits the 2017-2018 District Expenditures for 
community approval.  The $16,232,408 proposed expenditure represents an increase of $891,844 or 
5.81% more than last year’s budget.   

The categories that had the greatest influence in increased expenditures are special education, 
general program, and health insurance.  The purchase of a tractor and initiation of a capital outlay are 
also factors that increased spending, however both are completely offset by reserve utilization as ex-
plained under propositions 5 and 6. 

The District will attain increases in revenue through foundation aid, excess cost aid, and build-
ing aid.  The fund balance allocation will be slightly increased from $700,000 to $710,000.  The com-
bined revenue increases and fund balance allocation will allow the District to stay under the allowable 
tax cap of 2.79% with a recommended tax levy increase of $112,260 or 2.75%.   
Since the District will remain within the tax levy limit, residents shall be entitled to a rebate check 
through the property tax relief legislation.  Information regarding this program can be found at http://
www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/realprop/taxcapcompliance.htm.   

Proposition II is the election of one member to the nine (9) member Board of Educa-
tion.  This seat is currently held by Mr. Brian Hammond who is running unopposed as an incum-
bent.  Mr. Hammond has served the past ten years on the Board of Education and is a visible member 
of the community.  We thank him for his continued interest in serving the District.                    

 
Proposition III is presented to voters to determine whether the district should continue 

the practice of maintaining “specific seats” on the school board or if all the seats should become “at 
large.”   
The following excerpt regarding nominating positions is from the NYSSBA School Law Handbook: 

Ordinarily, nominating petitions are for specific seats on the school board (§ 2018
(a)).  However, district voters may choose to make all seats “at large,” which means that each 
nominee is eligible for every vacancy, rather than only for a specific seat (§2018 (b)) and nomi-
nating petitions do not state a specific seat…. A duly adopted “at large” proposition becomes 
effective at the next election and remains valid until repealed by the voters (§ 2018 (b)). 

The District currently utilizes nominating petitions based on specific seats, and in any 
given year there is either one or two expired board terms.  If there are two seats expired the 
ballot would list both seats with the list of candidates who filed petitions for the particular 
seat.  Voters are then asked to vote for one candidate under each of the two seats.  The alter-
nate, “at large” method would list all candidates in one pool and voters would choose two in 
any year where two terms expired. 

Voting no for this proposition indicates the voter preference to maintain the current board format while 
voting yes for this proposition indicates the voter preference to change to an “at large” format. 
  
 Proposition IV requests community approval for the purchase of a 66-passenger bus and 
a small handicap accessible bus.  The District has been historically dedicated to maintaining a safe and 
efficient transportation fleet for the benefit of our students.  The funds for this purchase will be used 
from the District’s Transportation and Equipment Capital Reserve so this has no effect on the tax 
levy.  This transportation expense is reimbursed 90% by the State. 
   
         (Continued) 

        

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/realprop/taxcapcompliance.htm
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/realprop/taxcapcompliance.htm


Page 2 

 Proposition V asks for community support for the purchase of a tractor and implements 
including a batwing mower and snow pusher.  Our current tractor has reached the point where it needs 
to be replaced and our commercial mower is also nearing the end of expected productivity.  This new 
equipment will decrease work hours dedicated to snow removal and lawn mowing.  This expenditure is 
to be completely funded from the Transportation and Equipment Capital Reserve so this will also have 
no effect on the tax levy. 
The Board of Education placed additional funds into the Transportation and Equipment Capital Re-
serve last year in anticipation of these equipment needs. 
 
 Proposition VI seeks community approval to initiate a capital outlay project.  Districts in 
New York State are allowed to conduct yearly capital outlay projects that cost no more than $100,000 
with voter approval.  This capital outlay is reimbursed at our current building aid ratio of 90.5% so after 
the first year the reimbursement revenue will allow the District to continue the yearly $100,000 projects 
at a net cost of under $10,000.  We have many sets of classroom windows that are in need of replace-
ment.  This project will address the windows in approximately seven classrooms.  This first year’s fund-
ing will be taken from our Building Reserve so this has no effect on the tax levy.   
 

 Cordially, 

 Eric Burke 

Congratulations to Alexis Rice.  Alexis received a bronze trophy for 
her tuba painting in the style of Pablo Picasso at the third annual 
Regional Art Show in Canton.  
This annual event showcases the work of students in kindergarten 
through the 8th grade from 16 schools in St.Lawrence County.  
The show is co-sponsored by the North Country Art Teachers Asso-
ciation and BOCES. 



Shall the Board of Education of the Madrid-Waddington Central School be  
authorized to expend the sum of $16,232,408 for the 2017-2018 school year 
and to levy the necessary tax for this purpose.  
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The election of one member to the nine (9) member Board of Education.   
Candidates include the following: 
 The seat is held by incumbent, Brian Hammond.  Mr. Hammond is running unopposed 

for a subsequent third term. 
 
The ballot will be accepting write-in candidates. 

Propositions to be voted on May 16, 2017  

Absentee ballots are available – please call 322-5746, ext. 222 for details 
Voter qualifications: 

 United States citizenship 

 At least 18 years of age 

 Residence within the district for at least 30 days preceding the vote 

Public Hearing for Budget            Annual Budget Vote 
  Tuesday, May 9, 2017                                          Tuesday, May 16, 2017 
       Time:  6:00 pm      1:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
   High School Library        MWCS Auditorium Lobby 

BUDGET FACTS:  
Proposed Expenditure increase of 5.81%,or $891,944 
Proposed increase in tax levy =  2.75%  

Proposed Budget for the 2017-2018 School Year 
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Resolved that the Board of Education of the Madrid-Waddington Central School District 
be authorized and directed to expend up to $100,000 from the Building Reserve to 
fund a capital outlay project; replacing approximately seven (7) sets of classroom 
windows. 

Resolved that the Board of Education of the Madrid-Waddington Central School District 
be authorized and directed to purchase one (1) 66-passenger bus and one (1) small 
handicapped accessible bus to expend therefore an aggregate sum, not to exceed 
$200,000; which sum shall be raised by tax on the taxable property of the District; 
and 

That the Board of Education be authorized to expend funds from the existing Transporta-
tion and Equipment Capital Reserve Fund to fund the cost of two buses in whole or 
part; and 

That the Board of Education be authorized in accordance with the provisions of the Educa-
tion and Local Finance Law to borrow on the credit of the District a sum, not to ex-
ceed $200,000, to fund the cost of the two buses to issue obligations of the District 

Resolved that the District should change board of education position from “specific seat” 
to “at large.” 

Resolved that the Board of Education of the Madrid-Waddington Central School District 
be authorized and directed to purchase one (1) commercial-grade tractor with imple-
ments; including batwing mower and snow pusher, and to expend therefore a sum, not to 
exceed $70,000; and 
That the Board of Education be authorized to expend funds from the existing Transporta-
tion and Equipment Capital Reserve Fund to fund the cost of the tractor and implements in 
whole. 
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Congratulations to our Class of 2017 Honor Graduates  

The Class of 2017 Honor Graduates will be recognized at the June 6, 2017 Honors Banquet,  
to be held at 6:30 pm, Madrid-Waddington Central School. 

 
 Summa Cum Laude   Magna Cum Laude           Cum Laude 
 
             Marlaina Bush   Nathaniel Plumley            Hannah Mott 
                               Kelsey Thisse             Carlie Stoner 
                   Emily Cafarella 
         Joshua Barkley 
                                                                     
                               
                  
     These three levels of distinction recognizing academic excellence are:   
     Summa Cum Laude (GPA of 95 or above); Magna Cum Laude (GPA of 93 or above); Cum Laude (GPA of 90 or above 
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The budget is organized into 
three sections:  Administrative, 
Program and Capital. 
The Administrative Budget in-
cludes all expenses for managing 
and organizing the affairs of our 
school system.  Examples of ad-
ministrative expenses include 
administrator and secretary sala-
ries, attorney and payroll service 
fees, professional development 
activities, copying costs and ben-
efits. 

Program Budget is the most 
comprehensive element of our 
financial plan.  Program includes 
all expenses associated with 
providing an education to the 
children and young people of 
our community.  Examples of 
program expenses include class-
room instruction, field trips, 
special education services for 
disabled children , textbooks, 
computer technology, art, music 

The Capital Budget includes all 
expenses required to maintain 
a safe facility.  Bond payments 
are also part of this category.  
Examples of capital expenses 
include bus driver training, bus 
maintenance, building safety 
inspections, fire prevention, 
maintenance and custodial 
salaries & benefits, fuel, power 

and water. 
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FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT continued…. 
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Detailed copies of the proposed 2017-18 Budget are available on the 
District website at www.mwcsk12.org or in the Central Administrative 

Office at the Madrid-Waddington Central School.    
The District School Report Card, Property Tax Exemption Report,  

Superintendent’s Salary and the District Technology Plan can be obtained there.    
Please feel free to stop in and ask for a copy. 


